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The Day of Pentecost
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Introduction to the day

Pentecost derives its name from the Jewish festival celebrating the harvest and the giving of the
law on Mount Sinai fifty days after Passover. Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the Holy Spirit as
God’s presence within and among us. In Acts the Spirit arrives in rushing wind and flame, bringing
God'’s presence to all people. Paul reminds us that though we each have different capacities, we
are unified in the Spirit that equips us with these gifts. Jesus breathes the Holy Spirit on his
disciples, empowering them to forgive sin. We celebrate that we too are given the breath of the
Holy Spirit and sent out to proclaim God’s redeeming love to all the world.

The First Word —John 20:19-21

Jesus came and stood among the disciples and said, “Peace be with you. Receive the Holy
Spirit.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then Jesus said to them,
“As the Father has sent me, so | send you.”

ANNOUNCEMENTS.
Friday, May 29 — Online Bible Study via Google Meet 10:00 - 11:15 a.m.

Sunday, May 31 - Worship with Holy Communion 12:00 p.m.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

GATHERING SONG Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord! (ELW 395)

1 Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord, let none but Christ our teacher be,
with all your graces now outpoured that we in living faith abide,
on each believer's mind and heart; in him, our Lord, with all our might confide.
your fervent love to them impart. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Lord, by the brightness of your light
in holy faith your church unite; 3 Come, holy Fire, comfort true,
from ev'ry land and ev'ry tongue, grant us the will your work to do
this to your praise, O Lord, our God, be sung: and in your service to abide;
Alleluia! Alleluia! let trials turn us not aside.

Lord, by your pow'r prepare each heart
2 Come, holy Light, guide divine, and to our weakness strength impart,
now cause the word of life to shine. that bravely here we may contend,
Teach us to know our God aright through life and death to you, our Lord,
as loving Father, our delight. ascend.
From ev'ry error keep us free; Alleluia! Alleluia!

GREETING (ELW p. 213)



The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE (ELW p.213)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by sending into us your Holy Spirit.
Direct us by the light of that Spirit, that we may have a right judgment in all things and rejoice at
all times in your peace, through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Acts 2:1-21

Pentecost was a Jewish harvest festival that marked the fiftieth day after Passover. Luke portrays
the Holy Spirit being poured out upon the disciples before the gathered and astonished people
assembled in Jerusalem for the festival. Filled with the Spirit, the disciples were able to witness to
the power of Christ’s resurrection.

When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one place. 2 And
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire
house where they were sitting. 3 Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue
rested on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other
languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.

>Now there were devout Jews from every people under heaven living in Jerusalem. ® And at
this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in
the native language of each. 7 Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are
speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native
language? ° Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia,
Pontus and Asia, ° Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and
visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 1! Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we
hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12 All were amazed and perplexed, saying to
one another, “What does this mean?” 13 But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new
wine.”

14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Fellow Jews and
all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what | say. > Indeed, these are
not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. ® No, this is what was spoken
through the prophet Joel:

171 the last days it will be, God declares,

that | will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,

and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see visions,
and your old men shall dream dreams.
18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women,
in those days | will pour out my Spirit,
and they shall prophesy.
1% And I will show portents in the heaven above



and signs on the earth below,
blood, and fire, and smoky mist.
20The sun shall be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood,
before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.
21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved. ”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b

How manifold are your works, O Lord!
In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures.
2> Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too many to number,
living things both small and great.
26There go the ships to and fro,
and Leviathan, which you made for the sport of it.
27 All of them look to you
to give them their food in due season.
28You give it to them; they gather it;
you open your hand, and they are filled with good things.
22When you hide your face, they are terrified;
when you take away their breath, they die and return to their dust.
30You send forth your Spirit, and they are created,;
and so you renew the face of the earth.
31 May the glory of the Lord endure forever;
O Lord, rejoice in all your works.
32¥You look at the earth and it trembles;
you touch the mountains and they smoke.
331 will sing to the Lord as long as | live;
I will praise my God while | have my being.
34 May these words of mine please God.
| will rejoice in the Lord.
350 Bless the Lord, O my soul.
Hallelujah!

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13

Paul is helping the Corinthians understand the relationship between our God-given unity and
Spirit-created diversity. The Spirit creates the unity of faith and gives all Christians diverse gifts for
the common benefit of all. We need one another’s diverse spiritual gifts because the same Spirit
has given them to each person for the common good.
No one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit.

4 Now there are varieties of gifts but the same Spirit, >and there are varieties of services but
the same Lord, ®and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of
them in everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 To one



is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom and to another the utterance of knowledge
according to the same Spirit, ° to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by
the one Spirit, ° to another the working of powerful deeds, to another prophecy, to another the
discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of
tongues. 1 All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually

just as the Spirit chooses.

12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though
many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 3 For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one
body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL: John 7:37-39

The holy gospel according to John
Glory to you, O Lord.

On the last day of the festival [of Booths], the great day, while Jesus was standing [in the
temple,] he cried out, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, 38 and let the one who believes in
me drink. As the scripture has said, ‘Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living

water.” ” 32 Now he said this about the Spirit, which believers in him were to receive, for as yet
there was no Spirit because Jesus was not yet glorified.

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY - Creator Spirit, Heavenly Dove (ELW 578)

1 Creator Spirit, heav'nly dove,
descend upon us from above;

with graces manifold restore

your creatures as they were before.



2 To you, the Comforter, we cry;
to you, the gift of God most high,
true fount of life, the fire of love,
the soul's anointing from above.

3 In you, with graces sevenfold,

we God's almighty hand behold;

while you with tongues of fire proclaim
to all the world God's holy name.

4 Your light to ev'ry sense impart,
and shed your love in ev'ry heart;
your own unfailing might supply
to strengthen our infirmity.

5 Keep far from us our cruel foe,

and peace from your own hand bestow;
upheld by you, our strength and guide,
no evil can our steps betide.

6 Teach us to know the Father, Son,
and you, of both, to be but one;

that through the ages all along

your praise may be our endless song.

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary

and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,



who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in the power of Christ’s love to heal and redeem our broken world, let us pray for the
needs of all people and creation.

A brief silence.

O God, you send the Holy Spirit to gather your church into one. Inspire all your faithful people to
proclaim the gospel in word and deed, for the blessing of all your children. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

You send the Holy Spirit to renew the face of the earth. Protect all living things, preserve clean
water and fertile soil, and provide abundantly for the poor, the hungry and homeless. Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.

You send the Holy Spirit to break down the barriers of communication between people. Bestow
your peace in nations at war, guide all government authorities to seek justice, and all military
commanders to protect the lives of innocent children and civilians. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You send the Holy Spirit to embrace those who feel abandoned. Comfort those who are anxious
or bereaved, sick or suffering, and bless all who call upon your name, especially those within our
households of faith and family, whom we remember in silence ... and those we name aloud.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You send the Holy Spirit through the gift of baptism. Renew in us the fullness of your Spirit’s gifts,
that our church, congregation and all communities of faith may witness to your grace and truth
among our neighbours, around the corner and around the world. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

You send the Holy Spirit to console those near death. We give you thanks for all who have lived
and died before us, especially those we have known. Bless our memory of them, that we may
continue our earthly lives in faith, until we join them with all your saints in the eternal life of your
infinite love. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of passion and compassion, receive our prayers and inspire our mission to proclaim the good
news of your salvation to the ends of the earth, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.

Amen.

PEACE (ELW p. 143)
The peace of Christ be with you always.



And also with you.
(Let us share a sign of God’s peace)

THANKSGIVING

OFFERING - Hymn: Take My Life, That | May Be (ELW 685 )

1 Take my life, that | may be
consecrated, Lord, to thee;

take my moments and my days;
let them flow in ceaseless praise.

2 Take my hands and let them move
at the impulse of thy love;

take my feet and let them be

swift and beautiful for thee.

3 Take my voice and let me sing
always, only, for my King;

take my lips and let them be
filled with messages from thee.

4 Take my silver and my gold,
not a mite would | withhold;
take my intellect and use

ev'ry pow'r as thou shall choose.

5 Take my will and make it thine,
it shall be no longer mine.

Take my heart, it is thine own,

it shall be thy royal throne.

6 Take my love; my Lord, | pour
at thy feet its treasure store;
take myself, and | will be

ever, only, if all for thee.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD (ELW p. 220)

Let us pray.

Almighty God, by your Holy Spirit, unite the hearts of your faithful people. Enlighten the darkness
of sin within us, and be with us in our mission that, through us, the light of the Gospel may shine
in the darkness of the world around us, through your only-begotten Son, our crucified Lord, risen
Saviour, and ascended Advocate, Jesus Christ. Amen

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you enlighten our way through life with the
words of your Son. Give us the love we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end of



all ages bring all the world to the marriage feast of the Lamb, Jesus Christ, our crucified Saviour
and risen Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honour and glory, now and forever.
Amen

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 221)
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and * give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING SONG: The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve (ELW 551)

1 The Spirit sends us forth to serve;
we go in Jesus' name

to bring glad tidings to the poor,
God's favor to proclaim.

2 We go to comfort those who mourn
and set the burdened free;

where hope is dim, to share a dream
and help the blind to see.

3 We go to be the hands of Christ,
to scatter joy like seed

and, all our days, to cherish life,
to do the loving deed.



4 Then let us go to serve in peace,
the gospel to proclaim.

God's Spirit has empowered us;
we go in Jesus' name.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
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