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Let your faith be  
bigger than  
your fear. 
– Anonymous 

Notice of Annual Meeting
The Annual Meeting of Epiphany Evangelical Lutheran Church will be held 

on Sunday February 28, 2021 following the Sunday Worship Service. As of 

writing, it is uncertain whether in-person worship and other gatherings will 

resume by that date, so a virtual meeting using the Zoom platform is currently 

planned. More details will be provided and the 2020 Annual Report will be 

made available well in advance of the meeting. 

Participation in this important meeting is your opportunity for input into the 

decisions affecting your Church in 2021 and beyond. Epiphany church council

T hough we have had a 

very dif ferent kind of 

Christmas, we are entering 

a time when the story 

of Jesus progresses. He 

moves forward from his baptism to his 

transfiguration and so do we.

I don’t think that Jesus’ ministry is arbitrary; 

neither is ours. Jesus will call his disciples one 

after the other until all of his helpers are there 

to learn and gain wisdom as to his identity and 

purpose. We too are moving forward with our 

vision of what the future might hold. For that 

future we will need to call people to help make 

our vision a reality. As depressing or stressful 

as last year was, we look to 2021 as a hope-filled 

year of many new possibilities: worshipping 

in our sanctuary, gathering once again for 

fellowship, singing God praises and celebrating 

Holy Communion together again.

We will also be on the move, not just doing or 

being who we have been in the past, but rather 

discovering our gifts anew, and putting them 

into action—exciting action. Will we be so bold 

as Peter and Andrew getting out of the boat 

and leaving everything behind to follow Jesus, 

or will we stall and walk uncertain of the next 

step to take? Confidence comes from trusting 

that Jesus walks with us, guiding our steps along 

those paths untrodden. As long as we hold fast 

to our faith and Jesus’ vision for us, we will walk 

among new people discovering new ways to do 

ministry and expanding it.

We can be healers of people’s fears, just as 

Jesus did. We can offer others hope, just as 

Jesus did. We can make things happen, just as 

Jesus did—because we have not lost our faith 

during our isolation, but have clung to our faith 

to give us strength to walk forward into this 

year with a wider stride, with a hopeful heart, 

and a desire to be better than we ever have 

been. Let’s all be engaged in the newness of 

ministry, in the newness of this year; and let 

us restore church to a place where everyone is 

welcome, where things happen for the common 

good of others; where there is excitement and 

joy in doing it together. pastor rasma

Almighty God, you sent us your Son not only to save 
us, but to continue to guide us. Give us courage 
to follow, and strength for the journey. Renew 
our trust in you so that we walk without fear, 
knowing that you lead us with your love. Amen
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Let’s begin with a word game:

What one word is a noun, a verb, and an adjective and can 

have these meanings:

1. a contest or struggle in which now one side now the 

other has the lead

2. changing repeatedly from one emotion or situation to 

another and then back again

3. a plaything consisting of a board balanced on a 

fulcrum; the board is ridden up and down by children 

at either end

Have you guessed it? You may know it as a “teeter totter,” 

although the dictionary 

says a teeter totter is a 

“seesaw.” Seesaw is the 

older, and perhaps more 

common term for either the 

object or the phenomenon. 

The seesaw has quite a long 

history. One of the first 

printed references to a see saw appears in a 1638 play 

titled Antipodes (by John Brome); in the play, the “see 

saw” refers to the sound and the motion of a two-handled 

saw used by sawyers. The 

seesaw, or teeter totter, 

appears at the beginning 

of the 1700s as an object of 

play that is known around the 

world. Examples are found 

in artist’s representations 

f rom pa inted china to 

cards, f rom ar t pottery 

to comics. Usually, a sense of fun is depicted in these 

examples. I’ve been on a seesaw, but admittedly, the fun 

was outweighed by my worry about getting stuck, either up 

or down, or coming off the thing and being both hurt and 

embarrassed. So, some depictions of seesaws show what 

can happen when there is an imbalance of some kind. All 

told, the seesaw is the proverbial binary of right or wrong, 

good or bad, up or down. 

Nevertheless, the way a 

seesaw works is a relatively 

simple premise: a weight 

on both ends of a board 

balanced on a fulcrum. A 

fulcrum is the point on 

which the two weights are 

supported and on which they move. That fulcrum plays 

a central role as a pivot point upon which some thing 

turns, or as a situation or person around whom all activity 

revolves. One can’t help but think of Donald Trump and 

American 

politics, or 

COVID 19 

a r o u n d 

which the 

wor ld  i s 

currently 

turning. The fulcrum is both central and essential to the 

activity, event, or situation. 

Here I want to return to our readings for today. The Old 

Testament reading from Isaiah talks about the things God 

will provide: “the Lord God will cause righteousness and 

praise to spring up” (Is. 61: 11). To illustrate his point, the 

prophet refers to the natural world, to the garden that 

promises a harvest from buried seeds. Using my analogy 

of the seesaw, this puts “expectation” on one end of the 

board. At the other end, the example is from the New 

Testament. In Paul’s letter to the Galatians, and in the 

Gospel of Luke, the law figures largely. We hear that people 

are born “under the law” of Moses and there are things 

“required by the law” that must be fulfilled. One cannot 

help but think of the phrase, “the heavy hand of the law.” In 

both New Testament readings, the word “law” is used 4 

times. That much repetition lends a weighty significance 

to our comprehension and apprehension of “law” that is on 

the other end of the board. With promise or expectation 

on one side and law on the other, it’s not unreasonable to 

think of the law as a heavy or unbalancing force.

The two conditions or situations are on the seesaw board, 

a board I’d like to suggest represents our lives. For the 

seesaw to be in balance, or to go up and down, a fulcrum 

must be under us to help generate the right momentum. In 

the science of such things, the distance of the objects or 

conditions from the fulcrum creates more, or less effort to 

raise one side or the other or hold them in balance.

Finding Balance
     ISAIAh 61:10-62:3 v PSAlM 148 v GAlATIAnS 4: 4-7 v luke 2: 22-40

Following is the reflection presented by Denise Dennis at Epiphany’s Sunday December 27, 2020 Lay Led Zoom Worship Service.  
Many thanks to Denise for her thought-provoking and hope-inspiring message and permission to print it here.
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I’ve suggested a seesaw effect found in our readings 

today created by expectation on one side, and law on the 

other. The fulcrum, as I see it, is found in the middle, in the 

Psalm between the Old and New testament readings. The 

Psalm reminds us that no matter what age we are in, “the 

Lord has raised up strength for the people” (v: 14). To my 

reading, this describes our seesaw’s fulcrum as “HOPE.” 

Consider our recent celebration of Advent and Christmas: 

a time of expectation (of the longed-for Saviour), and 

of the law of the census that forced Mary and Joseph 

to Bethlehem. If this expectation and this law are the 

weights, then the fulcrum must be our hope in the Christ 

Child. That’s what we celebrate each year, often with 

cherished traditions of music, food, and gatherings to 

help us keep the balance at Christmas. Yet, what of this 

year? For many of us it may have been celebrated in 

vastly different ways than it has ever been before. Was 

it an adventure or an ordeal? If we put adventure and 

ordeal over the fulcrum, the ordeal of missed traditions 

and in-person celebrating can easily outweigh the sense 

of adventure, also known as change. Adventure in the 

case of our family was made possible by patiently teaching 

Grandma how to connect on Zoom with her new tablet. Or, 

we have the seesaw of COVID, with great illness on one 

side and isolation on the other, supported by the fulcrum 

of hope in a vaccine.

I don’t mean to simplify what may be out of balance for 

any of us, although it might be those cherished Christmas 

traditions, and in-person gatherings for worship and for 

fellowship; or, it might be loss of income, or loss of a 

loved one, or a sense of hopelessness. Understanding 

where to adjust the weights over the fulcrum may take 

some experimenting, and patience. For an example, let’s 

consider the gospel reading and Simeon’s seesaw. Simeon 

had his expectation of seeing the Messiah on one side, and 

his great age on the other side. The fulcrum for Simeon 

was his hope that he would see the Messiah before the 

weight of his age unbalanced his anticipation. After years 

of adjusting for these conditions of his life, hope – hope 

met in the Christ child – won out. 

The readings today speak of the permanency of what God 

has created, but also of human division and discontent 

caused by politics (in the readings as “princes and rulers” 

(Ps. v: 11)) and by religion (read as “Gentiles” and “the 

people of Israel” (Luke 2: 32)). These conditions are only 

in balance with the hope we have in Christ. Our hope is 

no different than Simeon’s, a hope Simeon clearly tells us 

has been “prepared in the presence of ALL peoples” (Luke 

2: 31). It’s a strong message to a worried world struggling 

with competing religions, political affiliations, poverty, and 

a pandemic. Yet, under it all is our HOPE: Christ who is in 

our present and our future, keeping both in balance.

Before I conclude, let me add this: I previously mentioned 

Donald Trump and the seesaw of political games and 

one-upmanship that has been playing out over his 

presidency. You may recall his denigration of Mexican 

refugees who cross into the USA and his efforts to erect 

a barrier on the border as a preventative. Let me leave 

you with this remarkable image of children playing on 

seesaws, using the border barrier as the fulcrum. It is 

one of the best, current examples of hope as the fulcrum 

that I have come across.

With the fulcrum of hope in mind, I wish you peace and 

grace – in balance.

Amen

Friedrich Wilhelm Jung
FeBruAry 19, 1929—DeceMBer 1, 2020

Family funeral at McDougall & Brown  

Funeral Home December 4, 2020

Interment at Resthaven Cemetery

It is with great sadness that we say goodbye to a 

longstanding member of Epiphany Evangelical Lutheran 

Church. Friedrich died suddenly on December 1, 2020 of 

heart failure. He had been an active member, attending 

services regularly, singing in the choir and participating 

in the seniors group alongside his wife Ruth. 

He is mourned by his daughter Annette and 

family. Though having had Alzheimers he maintained 

his gentle nature and was often heard singing German 

folk songs or humming along with the radio. He is 

predeceased by his son Lothar and wife Ruth.

eure Traurigkeit soll in Freude verwandelt werden.

Your sorrow shall be changed to joy—the joy offered 
through Jesus Christ in whose arms Friedrich now rests.

ANNouNceMeNts

U V
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Treasurer’s reporT

 November 2020 Received Spent SuRpluS(deficit)

 Offerings $4,115.00 13,185.25 

 AMMs PArsOnAge rent 2,575.00  

 AMMs fellOwshiP hAll rent 1,500.00  

 AMMs PArsOnAge PrOPerty tAx 1,867.00  

 AMMs PArsOnAge Utilities 810.16  

 CrA Cew sUbsidy 1,008.16  

 GST/Pst reCeivAble 254.54  

 CUrrent MOnth tOtAls $12,129.86 $13,185.25 ($1,055.39)

 yeAr tO dAte tOtAls $134,413.73 $137,579.07 ($3,165.34)

 bAnk bAlAnCe At nOveMber 30, 2020   31,153.00

 CibC investOr’s edge ACCOUnt bAlAnCe At nOveMber 30, 2020  115,563.97

 yours in christ, Nalini Badley, treasurer

4593 Kingston Road, West Hill

416.284.0552 / dave@johnscarpet.com 
Family Owned and Operated Since 1963

for allyour  
flooring  
needs

Since 1963

Peace be 
with you!

We encourage everyone  
who is able to access the  

Morningstar electronically  
or to reference the website at  

www.epiphanylutheranchurch.ca  
for updates. Worship services will be 

posted on the “Newsletters” page.

CounCil/CommiTTee reps for 2020-2021

Chairpersons (C) CounCil MeMber

Council Chair  Ron Heino (C)

Council Vice sigrid Engler (C)

Education Committee Pastor Caune

Finance Committee Geoff Crewe (C)

Property Committee Jim Dennis (C)

seniors Group ute Wentzel

stewardship Committee Geoff Crewe

Worship & music margaret Crewe

outreach/Visioning Chair  open

CoMMittee reps/liaison 

Advertising Coordinator nalini Badley

Amms Liaison Pastor Caune, Fred Kilian

Amms Lease Liaison Gordon Vollmer (C)

Council secretary Pat Bramley (C)

ELW Liaison sigrid Engler

Envelope secretary sigrid Engler

mutual ministry Liaison open

outreach/Visioning Liaison Gordon Vollmer

Refugee Committee Denise Dennis

spiritual society Liaison Fred Kilian

Treasurer nalini Badley

Worship & music Liaison margaret Fler (C)

Hedwig elise Bek, née Weinmann
JANuAry 21, 1924—DeceMBer 19, 2020

Cremation at Highland Hills Funeral Home and 

Crematorium December 23, 2020

It is with sadness that we say goodbye to another 

longstanding member of our congregation. Hedwig 

and her husband Willi had been faithful attendees and 

contributors to the life at Epiphany. The last years were 

lived out at the Moll Berczy Haus - Tendercare Living 

Centre, where the two of them shared a room until the 

death of her husband. Alzheimer’s took away many of 

her memories. Unfortunately, she died of Covid-19 on 

December 19th in her 97th year. 

Der herr verleihe uns, daß wir in seiner erkenntnis  
selig sterben, durch seine kraft fröhlich auferstehen  

und bei ihm in ewiger Freude leben und bleiben.

lord, let your servant go in peace, for my eyes  
have seen your glory.

U V


