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Once again 
We begin a New Year apart from one another. We wait 
for the number of Covid cases to drop and for more 
people to be vaccinated so that life can return to a 
semblance of normalcy, whatever that might look like. 
However, let us not forget that light has come into our 
darkness with the birth of Jesus Christ. The errors of 
the past year have been forgiven by Him. The hope 
of a better future, where there will be more equity 
among all people, comes from those who witnessed His 
presence. He brought healing to those suffering from 
illness of body and mind, and strength to the spirit of 
those who were grieving and in despair. 

If only we could remember this and hold that 
knowledge in our hearts as we go about our daily 
routines, helping others see that that light is shining. Life 
can be transformative if lived with the love of Christ in our 
hearts, with the compassion of the Spirit, and the mercy 
of our God blessing us each day with new possibilities, 
new dreams, and aspirations for the betterment of all 
people. We have witnessed proclamations that Black 
lives matter, that children matter, and I would add that 
all lives matter regardless of race or creed or age or 
sexual orientation. We all have a place in this world. We 
all deserve to be treated with love and respect, for God 
proclaimed that it ought to be so. 

So, as we begin this new year, let’s rid ourselves of 
the darkness within that holds us from fulfilling our 
potential of being true children of 
God, loved and loving, blessed and 
blessing, forgiven and forgiving.

I wish you all a year of good health, 
prosperity, and joy; a year when we 
will once again see each other face 
to face, and worship God, giving Him 
thanks for the light that has come.
 pastor rasma

Food oF the  
Month For  
January

Let your  
light shine
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JaNuary calENdar

The link to our Zoom meetings:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9890800583?

pwd=R05md05jWjZBTnNwc202SWJpSG5kZz09

Meeting ID: 989 080 0583

Passcode: 095565

or by phone following the prompts  
+1 647 374 4685 Canada

Meeting ID: 989 080 0583

Passcode: 095565

January 2—10:00 a.m.  
holy Communion Service via Zoom

January 7—10:00-11:30 a.m. Bible Class

January 9—10:00 a.m.  
Service of the Word via Zoom

January 13—7:15 p.m. Council Meeting

January 15—deadline for  
annual report submissions

January 16—10:00 a.m.  
holy Communion Service via Zoom

January 18—20th eLCIC Pension and 
Benefits Conference via Zoom

January 22—10:00-11:30 a.m. Bible Class

January 23—10:00 a.m.  
Lay Led Service via Zoom

January 30 
—9:00 a.m. German in-person  
holy Communion Service depending on 
Covid numbers and weather 
—10:00 a.m. english  
Service of the Word via Zoom

FeBruary headS uP: Pastor will be  
at the Bishop’s retreat at Mount Carmel  
from late afternoon February 13 to 16 and 
will take the rest of that week off.

annuaL MeetInG will be held both  
in-person and virtually on February 27  
after a 10:00 a.m. worship service.

V

Q

Thank You to Epiphany Evangelical Lutheran Church
What a pleasant surprise it was to receive your letter and the 
$400 cheque from Epiphany, Scarborough last week!

Bishop Pryse and I are most appreciative, not only for the 
additional contribution that will help reduce our benevolence 
shortfall this year, but also for your kind and generous words 
about the support that the Eastern Synod has been providing 
to congregations during the pandemic. One of our primary 
goals as a synod is to partner with congregations by offering 
resources and services that will help us carry out the mission 
that we share jointly, that of being a church in mission for 
others. As such, it is reassuring to hear that the pandemic-
related assistance that we have been providing has been so 
valued and appreciated by Epiphany.

Please convey our thanks to your church council and 
members, not only for this most thoughtful “second mile” 
donation, but also for Epiphany’s highly dependable and 
most generous benevolence offerings over many years.

Wishing you God’s blessings as we begin to enter the 
Advent season! Regards, 

Keith Myra, Treasurer, Eastern Synod of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada

herr meiner Stunden und meiner Jahre,
du hast mir viel Zeit gegeben.
Sie liegt hinter mir
und sie liegt vor mir.
Sie war mein und wird mein,
und ich habe sie von dir.
Ich danke dir für jeden Schlag der Uhr
und für jeden Morgen, den ich sehe.

Ich bitte dich nicht, mir mehr Zeit zu geben.
Ich bitte dich aber um viel Gelassenheit,
jede Stunde zu füllen.
Ich bitte dich, daß ich ein wenig dieser Zeit
freihalten darf von Befehl und Pflicht,
ein wenig für Stille,
ein wenig für das Spiel,
ein wenig für die Menschen  
am rande meines Lebens,
die einen tröster brauchen.

Ich bitte dich um Sorgfalt,
daß ich meine Zeit nicht töte,
nicht vertreibe, nicht verderbe.
Jede Stunde ist ein Streifen Land.
Ich möchte ihn aufreißen mit dem Pflug,
ich möchte Liebe hineinwerfen,
Gedanken und Gespräche,
damit Frucht wächst.
Segne du meinen tag. — JörG ZInK
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With deep sadness we announce 
the passing of Hilda Sommer on 
December 18, 2021 at Providence 
Palliative Care.

Devoted, loving and caring: as 
wife to Norbert for 67 years; mother 
to Sigrid (Gord) and Armin (Linda); 
Oma to Derek and Jason (Ashley); 
Uroma to Ellie and Emma. 

Hilda was born in Offenbach, 
Germany and is predeceased by 
her younger sister, Karin. At the 
age of 13, Hilda lost her beloved 
father in World War II.

Hilda became a hairdresser and 
in 1950 she met Norbert Sommer 
who at the time worked with her 
stepfather as a carpenter.

In 1954 Hilda and Norbert 
married and immigrated to 
Toronto, Canada where they began 
to build a new life and family 
together. It included a community 
of friendships that grew through 
their spiritual family at Epiphany 
Lutheran Church in Scarborough.

Hilda was a gentle soul, patient, 
tolerant and forgiving. One of 
her wisdoms: how can we expect 
peace in the world if we don’t 
create peace in our own families?

Intuitive and empathetic,  
Hilda cared deeply about her 
friends and family, and was  
quietly very spiritual.

Months before her death from 
congestive heart failure, Hilda 
shared that she was so small and 
frail when she was born. People 
said that she’d never amount to 
anything and here she made it to 
91 years of age! She’s had a good 
long life with no regrets, and was 
ready to move on. 

We will miss and cherish her 
and we thank God for having had 
her in our lives.

A Celebration of Life Service 
with Interment will be planned for 
the Spring of 2022.

Hilda Sommer (née Wehner) 
March 12, 1930 - DeceMber 18, 2021
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How do you respond to clouds? Are you 
like the television painter, Bob Ross, who 
e n j o y s  “ h a p p y 
little clouds?” Or 

perhaps you are like the 
little cloud in the children’s 
story, Cloud Boy, who makes 

clouds into shapes to delight children  
and dispel his loneliness. Or perhaps 
the Disney movie, Clouds (2020), 
resonates with you. The movie is based 
on the life of teenager Zach Sobiech, 
who died of bone cancer in 2013 and 

his “goodbye” song titled 
“Clouds,” became a viral 
sensation. In the refrain, 
Zach wants to “Go up in the 
clouds because the view is 
a little nicer” and he hopes 
“…maybe someday I’ll see you again/We’ll float up in 
the clouds and we’ll never see the end.” Or you may 
recognize the characters in Pauline Barclay’s book,  
Storm Clouds Gathering, who ignore the 
accumulating, albeit metaphorical storm 
clouds of betrayal and loss that threaten 
to change their lives forever. Or, like the 
writers of Daniel in the Old Testament 
and Revelation in the New, you may think 
of clouds as always “coming”; or you may 
recognize the implied clouds in the Psalm: the writer 

p o e t i c a l l y 
describes how 
“ t he  water s 
h a v e  l i f t e d 
u p , ”  w h i c h 
is a way that 
clouds form.

Recently, for me, near the end of a sunny afternoon 
walk, I noticed a scattering of fluffy, white clouds above 
the trees. Right above my house was a cloud in the shape 
of a heart; a rather wispy heart, but a heart all the same. 
It made me smile and, in that moment, it gave a lift to 
my very human heart. Upon reflection, it occurs to me 
that clouds are really three things: they are emotional/
imaginative, physical/scientific, and spiritual. In my 
case the emotion was from imagining a heart shape; 

Ca l l i ng  f o r  C lou ds
v Daniel 7: 9-10, 13-14 v PsalM 93 v RevelaTion 1: 4b-8 v John 18: 33-37

The following was presented by Denise Dennis at Epiphany’s Sunday November 21, 2021 Lay Led Zoom Worship Service.
With thanks, Denise, for your thoughtful message and permission to print it here.

the physical was the very real 
formations of f luffy, white 
clouds in a blue sky; and the 
spiritual came as a moment 
of thankfulness and joy from 
seeing this shape in a sky of 
moving clouds.

Clouds are rela tively simple, made up of tiny droplets 
of water suspended in the air. While we may describe 
clouds as wispy or puffy, they are, in fact, very heavy, 
some made up of more than a million pounds of those 
tiny water droplets. Clouds can form in a matter of 
minutes and can travel from almost zero to over 100 
kilometres an hour. Some types of clouds help cool and 
protect the earth by 
reflecting the sun’s 
energ y back into 
space, while others 
help keep the earth 
warm by acting like 
a blanket that keeps 
in the earth’s heat. 
These are all things 
that scientists have 
learned about clouds, but the very nature of clouds still 
makes them difficult to study and fully understand.

That said, farmers, shepherds, and sailors have been 
sky-watchers from ancient times, looking to the clouds 
to help gauge the success of crops and sea voyages, or 
whether to seek shelter. One ancient saying (it can be 
traced back at least 2000 years), is particularly accurate: 
“red sky at night, sailors delight; red sky in the morning, 
sailors take warning.” 
Modern science explains 
the phenomenon as 
the eastern rising sun 
illuminating approaching 
clouds to create a red 
sky in the morning; or, if the sun is setting as a weather 
system exits, then the departing clouds are illuminated, 
creating a red sky at night with fair weather following.  
A similar observation of clouds is found in a more 
modern (2014) boater’s guide: “Isolated, wispy, or 
very high clouds are an indication of fair weather. 
Crowded, dense, dark, and towering clouds indicate 
changing or worsening weather. The sharper the 

H
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edge of a thundercloud 
and the darker its color, 
the more violence it may 
contain” (w w w.boatus.
com). Ancient or modern, 
the conclusion is simple: if 
clouds are changing colour, shape, size, or speed, the 
weather is changing!

Writers use the characteristics of changing clouds and 
weather conditions to set a mood, emphasize emotions, or 
predict an action. It’s a literary device known as pathetic 
fallacy. One example is William Wordsworth’s poem, “I 
Wandered Lonely as a Cloud.” Wordsworth suggests that 
clouds are “lonely” as they meander across the otherwise 
empty sky like the speaker is lonely because of being 
“In vacant or in pensive mood” (l.20). Another, perhaps 
better-known 
use of pathetic 
fallacy is from 
the 1830 novel, 
Paul Clif ford. 
The novel is 
about a man 
who is a highway robber by night and a gentleman of 
society by day. The dark side of his nature is immediately 
characterized in the now quite famous opening line: “It 
was a dark and stormy night…” Or consider the phrase, 
“to have one’s head in the clouds,” to suggest someone is 
impractical or unaware of what is going on because of their 
fantasies and daydreams. Or this gem from Proverbs: Like 
billowing clouds 
that bring no rain 
is the person who 
talks big but never 
produces (25:14). 

The Bible speaks 
a b o u t  c l o u d s 
almost 50 times. 
In these instances, one can find references to clouds 
from an emotional or imaginative, physical or scientific, 
and spiritual perspective. The proverb about a rainless 
cloud is an insult, an emotional response based in the 
physical aspects of a cloud. There is a similar, almost 
poetic example in this simile in Job (30:15): “…my safety 
vanishes like a cloud:” anxious emotion expressed 
through the known movement of clouds. Jesus himself, 
in response to the Pharisees who are unable to take a 
spiritual reading of the times, acknowledges that many 
read or interpret clouds when he says: Yet you know 
that with a red sky at night, sailors delight; a red sky in 
the morning, sailors take warning (Matthew 16:2-3 [my 
version]). References to clouds first appear in Genesis 

with God’s promise to put his “rainbow in the clouds.”  
Throughout the Bible, clouds are also a part of visions like 
those we read in the books 
of Daniel and Revelation. It 
is the constancy of clouds 
from the beginning of time, 
their significance to the 
conditions of life on earth 
that lend themselves to 
expressions such as Biblical proverb and simile, poetry 
and symbol. Perhaps though, the most important way 
to understand clouds in the Bible is as the symbolic 
presence of God. 

Consider that the Israelites were guided by clouds: 
a pillar of cloud during the day and a pillar of fire at 
night. The pillar of fire may also 
have been a cloud, a rather rare 
event of iridescence (or colours) 
on clouds that are in the 
stratosphere. The cloud during 
the day, from a science point of 
view, may have helped protect 
the wanderers from the extreme conditions of the desert 
by acting like a sort of blanket between the earth and the 
sun. Yet, no matter the scientific explanations, the cloud 
symbolizes God’s presence with his people, a presence 
that, like the clouds God created, is “from him who is 

and who was and who 
is to come” (Rev. 4b:).  

So, like God’s pres-
ence, clouds are 
in ti mately and integrally part of our lives every single 
day, and that is true whether we notice or not.

By their very nature, clouds elicit a response from 
us, from the emotional to the spiritual. Think about 
enjoying a family picnic and rain clouds roll in; or 
waiting for rain clouds to arrive to ensure your garden 
grows well. We respond to clouds perhaps like we do 
weeds: they can seem to be in the wrong place at the 

wrong time. Consider the 
recent torrential rains 
and flooding devastating 
British Columbia caused 
by clouds known as an 
atmospheric river, wispy 
c louds f u l l  o f  water.  



Treasurer’s reporT
 November 2021 Received Spent SuRpluS(deficit)
 Offerings $4,650.00 $12,128.35 

 AMMs PArsOnAge rent 2,575.00  

 AMMs fellOwshiP hAll rent 1,500.00  

  AMMs PArsOnAge Utilities 964.89  

 AMMs PrOPerty tAx 1,169.00  

 CrA Cew sUbsidy 0.00  

 GST/Pst reCeivAble 141.07  

 CUrrent MOnth tOtAls $10,999.96 $12,128.35 ($1,128.39)
 yeAr tO dAte tOtAls $131,310.34 $120,714.38 $10,595.96
 CibC bAnk bAlAnCe At nOveMber 30, 2021   21,272.12

 CibC investOr’s edge ACCOUnt bAlAnCe At nOveMber 30, 2021  134,836.12

 CibC giC 1 yeAr investMent tO MArCh 2022   30,000.00

 yours in christ, Nalini Badley, treasurer

4593 Kingston Road, West Hill

416.284.0552 / dave@johnscarpet.com 
Family Owned and Operated Since 1963

for allyour  
flooring  
needs

Since 1963

Loretta Correia 
SaleS RepReSentative (1989)

O: 905-831-2222 C: 416-520-9209 
lorettacorreia@rogers.com 
www.royalheritagerealty.ca
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The phenomenon occurs naturally on the BC coast, 
(although scientists say climate change is making these 
atmospheric rivers bigger and more dangerous). Clouds 
are and clouds do what God created them to do. 

Yet, it is through clouds that we are reminded of 
the power of God in those same thunderstorms and 
atmospheric rivers; and we are reminded of God’s 
benevolence in sending rain for things to grow; and those 
clouds existed before us and will exist after us. This last 
point serves to remind us of the everlasting kingdom 
“that shall not pass away” and that clouds, whether 
physical or spiritual, will convey Christ into our midst: he 
is “coming with the clouds” (Daniel 7:13), “he is coming 
with the clouds of heaven” (Revelation 1:7). 

Whether clouds entertain our imaginations or drive 
us to shelter from actual storms, they also help clearly 
convey to us what the ancient prophets and disciples 
understand as God’s remarkable and symbolic presence, 
his Spirit among us. So, clouds will change shape and 
size and colour, but they are all clouds put in place by 
a God of love and compassion to serve us and save us, 
emotionally, physically, and spiritually.

Consequently, when I saw, and now remember, that 
heart-shaped cloud over my house, I am reminded 

w ho  put  i t 
t h e r e ,  a nd 
who shaped 
i t  i n t o  a 
symbol that I 
recognize as 
hopeful and 
everlast ing. 
We may not 

all see a symbolic shape in a cloud, but we will see 
clouds, and we can be assured that God’s love in 
Christ “is coming with the clouds.” So, look up! Know 
you are loved. Amen. 

CounCil/CommiTTee reps for 2021-2022

ChaIrPerSonS (C) CounCIL MeMBer

Council Chair  Ron Heino (C)

Council Vice Sigrid Engler (C)

Education Committee Pastor Caune

Finance Committee Geoff Crewe (C)

Property Committee Gordon Vollmer (C)

Seniors Group Ute Wentzel

Stewardship Committee Geoff Crewe (C)

Worship & Music Marg Crewe

Visioning Chair  Gordon Vollmer (C)

CoMMIttee rePS/LIaISon 

Advertising Coordinator Nalini Badley

AMMS Liaison Ron Heino (C)  
 (Pastor Caune, Fred Kilian)

Council Secretary Pat Bramley (C)

ELW Liaison Sigrid Engler (C)

Envelope Secretary Sigrid Engler (C)

Mutual Ministry Liaison Geoff Crewe (C)

Visioning Liaison Gordon Vollmer (C)

Refugee Committee Denise Dennis (C)

Spiritual Society Liaison Fred Kilian

Treasurer Nalini Badley

Worship & Music Liaison Pastor Caune


