
A
midst the confusion, uncertainty and sometimes chaotic 
times we are living in, Advent calls us to rejoice, to celebrate, 
to ponder that which is good. It is a time to wonder about 
future times and what they may look like. Depending 
on where you are in this particular moment you may see 
things differently. For the person who feels disoriented, he 

may be looking for some semblance of order in his life. For the one who 
is despairing over job security and how to make ends meet, he may be 
wondering whether he can afford to buy his family gifts this Christmas. For 
the one feeling as if he does not belong anywhere: the disenfranchised, 
the outsider, the stranger looking in, he might be hoping for a place of 
respite, of compassion, of welcome. For the one who is weeping over a 
loved one who has been diagnosed with a fatal illness, he is hoping for a 
cure or a treatment that will change that loved one’s life for the better. It 
may even teach them that each moment on earth that we are given is one 
to be cherished and celebrated. 

Regardless of where you find yourself, this is a time to be mindful of 
God’s presence breaking into our lives. Ask yourself, “Where did I encounter 
God today?” You may be surprised at what you discover. Perhaps you 
encountered God in the kindness of a stranger or the lending hand of your 
neighbor. Could it have been in the laughter of a small child, or the beauty 
of a sunrise or a sunset? If only we were more mindful of God’s presence, 
we would be able to rejoice and celebrate more; but what do we celebrate? 
We can celebrate the coming of light into our darkness, joy into our sorrow, 
hope into our desperation, and calm into our anxiety.

Advent is a time of waiting for better things to come. Certainly, in 
the last two years when we have had many restrictions on our sense of 
community (or lack thereof), we want to hope for better things to come. 
We hope for a new life to be birthed into existence where we can gather 
together freely and without fear to give God thanks for our health, our 
happiness, our family and friends. 

As Mary anticipated and rejoiced at the coming of Jesus, we too want this 
time of waiting to be one of anticipation, preparing for something that will 
touch our hearts with joy by believing in God’s promises being fulfilled. 

We live in hope of the coming 
of a child being born in a 
manger, who will teach us how 
to love, how to hope, and how 
to rejoice in God’s goodness 
and faithfulness. If only we 
have the eyes to see it, the 
ears to hear it, and the faith 
to believe it. Pastor Rasma
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Food oF the Month 
For deceMber

May your heart be filled 
with the peace and  
joy that Christmas 
represents.

Handel’s Messiah Excerpts  

IsaIah 40:1-3 ~ Comfort ye, comfort 
ye my people, saith your God. Speak ye 
comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto 
her, that her warfare is accomplished, 
that her iniquity is pardoned. The voice of 
him that crieth in the wilderness; Prepare 
ye the way of the Lord; make straight in 
the desert a highway for our God. 

IsaIah 9:2 ~ The people that walked 
in darkness have seen a great light; 
and they that dwell in the land of the 
shadow of death, upon them hath the 
light shined. 

IsaIah 9:6 ~ For unto us a Child is 
born, unto us a Son is given, and the 
government shall be upon His shoulder; 
and His name shall be called Wonderful, 
Counsellor, the mighty God, the 
Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. 

Luke 2:10-11 ~ And the angel said 
unto them, Fear not; for behold, I bring 
you good tidings of great joy, which shall 
be to all people. For unto you is born 
this day in the city of David a Savior, 
which is Christ the Lord. 

IsaIah 40:11; Matthew 11:28-29 ~ 
He shall feed His flock like a shepherd; 
and He shall gather the lambs with His 
arm, and carry them in His bosom, and 
gently lead those that are with young. 

Come unto Him, all ye that labor, that 
are heavy laden, and He shall give you 
rest. Take his yoke upon you, and learn 
of Him; for he is meek and lowly of heart: 
and ye shall find rest unto your souls.

AY
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DecembeR cAleNDAR

The link to our Zoom meetings:

https://us02web.zoom. 
us/j/9890800583?

pwd=R05md05jWjZBTnNwc202 
SWJpSG5kZz09

Meeting ID: 989 080 0583

Passcode: 095565

or by phone following the prompts  
+1 647 374 4685 Canada

Meeting ID: 989 080 0583

Passcode: 095565

december 1—7:15 p.m. Prayer on Zoom

december 2—11:00 a.m. Joint German 
Zoom Service with the other German 
speaking congregations in toronto

december 5—10:00 a.m.  
holy communion Zoom Service

december 9—7:15 p.m. council Meeting

december 10—10:00-11:30 a.m.  
bible class

december 12 
—9:00 a.m. German holy communion 
Service at the church 
—10:00 a.m. english Zoom Service  
of the Word

december 15—7:15 p.m. Prayer on Zoom

december 19 
—9:00 a.m. German Service at the 
church followed by tree decorating  
for those who are able 
—10:00 a.m. english Zoom Service  
of the Word

December 24 • CHRISTMAS EVE 
—5:00 p.m. German Service at  
the church 
—7:00 p.m. english Zoom Service

December 25 • CHRISTMAS DAY 
—10:00 a.m. Joint holy communion 
Service at the church

there will be no Service on december 26

Frohe Weihnachten! I would like to wish 
all our seniors a very blessed “Merry 
Christmas” and a peaceful New Year. 
Greetings and Prayers, ute Wentzel 

Weihnachten =
Mir ist das herz so froh erschrocken 
das ist die liebe weihnachtszeit!
Ich höre fernher Kirchenglocken 
mich so lieblich heimatlich verlocken
in märchenhafte herrlichkeit.

Ein frommer Zauber hält mich wieder,
anbetend, staunend muß ich stehn;
es sinkt auf meine Augenlieder
ein goldner Kindertraum hernieder,
ich fühl‘s, ein wunder ist geschehen.

                             — theodor Storm

Our 
Seniors

V

Q

KudOS
• Thanks so much to all those who came out for the yard 

clean up. A lot was accomplished. 
• Thanks also to Ute Wentzel who continues to prepare 

the altar for the changing seasons of the church year.
• Thanks to Geoff Crewe for filming our services. We are 

all learning new things.
• Thanks to my worship leadership team for their 

willingness to serve.
• Thanks in advance to Marg Crewe who is willing to play 

the organ on Christmas Day.
• Thanks to Michael Rundans for accompanying the 

German in-person services.

Gott geht durch die Zeiten 
Gottes füße schreiten 
leiser als der Stundenschlag 
Gott kommt jeden tag.

Gott geht durch die Zeiten 
alle Dunkelheiten 
alle tränen bleiben nicht 
Gott ist lauter Licht.

Gott geht durch die Zeiten 
will auch uns geleiten 
hat die Krippe aufgestellt 
Mitten in der welt.   

             — Rudolf otto Wiemer

Ich wünsche euch allen Frohe Weihnachten und ein 
gesegnetes Neujahr!

I wish you a merry Christmas and a blessed New Year!
Pastor Rasma
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W hen I wrote an article 
for the December 
2020 issue of  Th e 
M o r n i n g s T a r ,  I 

reported that, as of October 25, 
2020, Ontario had experienced 1,042 
new cases of COVID-19, including 
309 in Toronto. Indoor dining in 
bars /restaurants in Toronto was 
suspended for 28 days, and gyms, 
movie theatres and casinos were 
closed in response to the numbers 
trending in the wrong direction. 
Vaccines had not yet arrived.  

While the current situation (early 
November 2021) has improved consid-
erably and life as we knew it pre-COVID 
seems to be returning in stages, 
medical experts project things will get 
worse as the colder weather takes hold 
and our activities transition largely 
from outdoors to indoors. 

On Sunday November 14 and again 
on November 28, 2021, we are going to 
hold our first in-person worship services 
in over 18 months, both German-
language services. The services will 
follow the COVID protocols/recommendations set out 
by the Ontario government and The Eastern Synod of 
our Church. As I write, it remains too early to tell whether 
we’ll be able to worship together, in person, to celebrate 
the Christmas season.  

As the Church’s Director of Stewardship and Finance, 
I have to consider the possibility we won’t be able to do 
so and the prospective impact on our financial position. 
Historically, Christmas offerings can be as much as, or 
even more than, we might receive in an entire month 
at any other time of year. This makes them critical to 
Epiphany’s ongoing financial well-being. For some 
time now, our financial viability has been made more 
precarious by the decline in active members due to aging 
and, unfortunately, a few deaths each year. Renting the 
parsonage and fellowship hall to the Montessori school 
has been vital to enabling us to pay the bills, enabling 
our financial position to remain steady for a number of 
years. It has even improved a little during the pandemic 
(due to a combination of reduced expenses, receipt of 
government subsidies and an increase in the market 
value of investments held) but we remain vulnerable to 
extraordinary expenses and/or a decline in offerings. 
We also know that investments may decline in value and 
government subsidies will certainly come to an end.

It has been difficult for many to stay 
connected with Epiphany and their 
church friends throughout COVID. We 
have been holding “virtual” worship 
services over the Internet using ZOOM 
Meetings technology, but there are 
many in our congregation, lacking 
a computer and/or the necessary 
technology skills, who have been 
unable to participate. This may well 
have had an adverse impact on the 
offerings Epiphany has received.

One way or another, Epiphany will 
manage to celebrate Christmas in 
2021. We would love to have you join 
us, whether in person or via ZOOM, if 
you have access to a computer and the 
Internet (maybe you have adult children 
or grandchildren who could assist). I ask 
you to be generous with your offerings, 
as the work of the church goes on, even 
(especially?) during the pandemic. 
Many people may be more open to the 
Word of God as a means of dealing with 
mental health repercussions of COVID 
(for example, feelings of isolation). 
Good stewardship principles encourage 

us to use our wealth (of time, talents and treasures) to 
invest in God’s Kingdom.

Offerings can be mailed to the Church (cheques 
only, no cash) at Epiphany Evangelical Lutheran Church,  
20 Old Kingston Road, Scarborough, ON  M1E 3J5

Volunteers pick up the mail regularly.  Your sealed 
envelope will be forwarded to the Envelope Secretary, 
Sigrid Engler, to ensure confidentiality and to facilitate the 
preparation of tax receipts early in the new year. Please be 
sure to enclose your name and address with your offering.

May you and your loved ones have a blessed 
Christmas 2021. geoff crewe

christmas 2021  
is coming!!

ViSiOning COMMittEE updatE
It has been a while since the last report on the activity 
of the Visioning Committee. Briefly the committee has 
continued to meet at least monthly over the past year. 
Here are the main areas of activity:

1. Our original Congregational Redevelopment 
Advisor from the Eastern Synod, Karen Bjerland 
resigned due to personal needs at home. We thank her 
for her efforts. A new advisor Rev. Dr. Mark Harris is now 
assisting us. He has continued to work closely with us, 



Treasurer’s reporT
 OctOber 2021 Received Spent SuRpluS(deficit)
 Offerings $5,400.00 $9,598.65 

 AMMs PArsOnAge rent 2,575.00  

 AMMs fellOwshiP hAll rent 1,500.00  

  AMMs PArsOnAge Utilities 202.22  

 AMMs PrOPerty tAx 1,169.00  

 CrA Cew sUbsidy 0.00  

 GST/Pst reCeivAble 56.52  

 fUnerAl dOnAtiOn 500.00  

 CUrrent MOnth tOtAls $11,402.74 $9,598.65 $1,804.09
 yeAr tO dAte tOtAls $120,310.38 $108,586.03 $11,724.35
 CibC bAnk bAlAnCe At OCtOber 31, 2021   21,719.54

 CibC investOr’s edge ACCOUnt bAlAnCe At OCtOber 31, 2021  136,491.65

 CibC giC 1 yeAr investMent tO MArCh 2022   30,000.00

 yours in christ, Nalini badley, treasurer

CounCil/CommiTTee reps for 2021-2022

CHAIRpERSonS (C) CounCIl MEMbER

Council Chair  Ron Heino (C)

Council Vice Sigrid Engler (C)

Education Committee Pastor Caune

Finance Committee Geoff Crewe (C)

Property Committee Gordon Vollmer (C)

Seniors Group Ute Wentzel

Stewardship Committee Geoff Crewe (C)

Worship & Music Marg Crewe

Visioning Chair  Gordon Vollmer (C)

CoMMITTEE REpS/lIAISon 

Advertising Coordinator Nalini Badley

AMMS Liaison Ron Heino (C)  
 (Pastor Caune, Fred Kilian)

Council Secretary Pat Bramley (C)

ELW Liaison Sigrid Engler (C)

Envelope Secretary Sigrid Engler (C)

Mutual Ministry Liaison Geoff Crewe (C)

Visioning Liaison Gordon Vollmer (C)

Refugee Committee Denise Dennis (C)

Spiritual Society Liaison Fred Kilian

Treasurer Nalini Badley

Worship & Music Liaison Pastor Caune

4593 Kingston Road, West Hill

416.284.0552 / dave@johnscarpet.com 
Family Owned and Operated Since 1963

for allyour  
flooring  
needs

Since 1963

Loretta Correia 
SaleS RepReSentative (1989)

O: 905-831-2222 C: 416-520-9209 
lorettacorreia@rogers.com 
www.royalheritagerealty.ca
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coordinating our activity and guiding us through our 
process. He has been a great help to the committee.

2. Over the past year we have met with a number of 
Lutheran congregations as well as other denominations, 
and it has become obvious that we are not alone in 
discussing the future needs of an ageing congregation. 
Through this process it has been determined that the 
congregations are at varying stages of developing their 
plans to move forward. Generally, it is felt that there is 
no single congregation that is a match for us to merge 
or amalgamate with. One benefit, though, has been the 
emergence of a potential network of congregations to 
develop joint ministry to fulfill perceived community 
needs. This could become a future ongoing activity.

3. We have met with potential development 
partners that we could work with to redevelop our 
property to provide new worship areas, some form 
of housing, be it senior, subsidized, long term care 
or family. We also continue to discuss the future 
involvement of AMMS the Montessori school currently 
operating within the church property.

Two main development partner groups have 
emerged:  Ehatare, representing our neighbours 
to the east on the adjoining property and United 
Property Resource Corporation (UPRC), a community 
building developer, that was created by the United 
Church of Canada. Each group has advantages that 
could lead us to a successful project.  

We continue to evaluate and review each group and 
it is our hope to schedule a congregational Visioning 
meeting by year end or early in 2022 to present our 
findings and recommendations, with the goal of 
finalizing this portion of the Visioning process.

As always if there are any questions please feel 
free to contact any member of the committee or 
church council. gordon vollmer

r
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