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Perhaps the reason we ask the 
question, “What constitutes 
humanness?” is because 

we, as humans, try to become divine, 
gods in our own right. Except, our 
perception of what constitutes divinity 
is somewhat askew. When human 
beings attempt to be a god, it is a 
matter of power and control. Power 
over someone else; control of 
everything in their lives: the people 
around them, whether in the home, or 
workplace; control of the environment, 
whether natural or human-made. We 
have witnessed these human gods 
in history: Hitler, Stalin, Amin, Putin, 
rebels in various lands, tribal rivals, 
ethnic cleansers, hate mongers, 
polluters. These gods have not taken 
into consideration that what it means 
to be human or divine is to be in 
relationship where others are affected 
by our behaviour, by the words we say, 
by the looks we give, by the gestures 
we make, the actions we take.

The words uttered from our 
mouths can sting, can have lasting 
impressions upon their victims: 
prejudice, intolerance, abuse, 
hate. And, what of the expression, “If 
looks could kill?”; or gestures made 
out of anger, out of a need for revenge, 

like road rage? Are these examples 
of humanness, or of human beings 
trying unsuccessfully to understand 
themselves as divinity?

P er ha p s  we  ne e d  t o  lo o k 
at this question f rom another 
perspective. Perhaps, instead of 
asking, “What constitutes 
humanness?” we should 
ask the quest ion, 
“What const itutes 
divinity? ” Who is 
God? What is our 
r e la t ion sh ip  w i t h 
God? Do we have one?

I  wou ld  l i ke  t o 
cont inue ask ing 
questions. Can 
w e  d e f i n e 
ourselves as h u m a n s 
w i t h o u t knowing the 
divine? Can w e  d e f i n e 
ourselves as humans outside of 
relationship, as a branch removed 
f rom the v ine? Can we make 
generalizations about humanness 
when we are trying to figure out our 
own existence, our own emotions, 
our own way of doing things, our own 
raison d’être as individuals?

We do not live in isolation. We live 
in context. We live in relationship 
to ourselves, to the people, and 
the environment around us. AND 
we live in relationship to God. But, 
not a God of power and control over 
others, but rather a God of mercy 
and forgiveness. A God who shows 
us how to be human in the most 
positive sense of the word: caring for 
ourselves with self-respect; caring 

for others out of empathy for their 
situation in life; serving God, who is 
not an oppressor, but rather a friend, 
a lover, whose interests are not self-
gratification, but rather the well-being 
of God’s creation.

We, as human beings are 
invited to be a part of all this. We, 
as receivers of God’s mercy and 

forgiveness, as receivers 
of God’s love 
and grace are 
invited to show 

our humanness to 
others as receivers of 
these things. We are 

asked to respond 
to God’s grace in 

our lives. But, do 
we? Are we aware of God’s grace 
in our life experience?
I would go so far as to suggest 

that until we have experienced God’s 
grace in our lives and identified it as 
such, we will not be able to define 
what it means to be human. That 
is part of our uniqueness. That is 
what makes us different from other 
creatures in God’s creation: the 
capacity to experience God; the 
capacity to be in relationship with 
God; the capacity to be loved by God 
and respond in love; the capacity to 
be forgiven by God, and in response 
to forgive ourselves and others.

Philip Yancey, in his book, What’s 
So Amazing About Grace?,  talks 
of forgiveness as “[a] way out. It 
does not settle questions of blame 
and fairness—often it pointedly 
evades those questions—but it does 

In the year 2000 I was part of a symposium that discussed “What constitutes humanness?” There were various presenters, scholars, 
historians, biologists, and others. I had the fortunate opportunity to preach at the closing of the symposium and I would like to share 
that sermon with you now. The readings for that day were: AcTs 8:26-40; PsAlm 22:25-31; 1 John 4:7-21; John 15:1-8.
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allow a relationship to start over, to 
begin anew” (p.98). Yancy quotes 
Solzhenitsyn who says, “In that way 
we differ from all animals. Not our 
capacity to think, but our capacity 
to repent and to forgive makes us 
different. Only humans can perform 
this most unnatural act, which 
transcends the relentless law of 
nature” (Yancey, p.98).

I star ted out by suggesting 
humankind’s desire to be divine, but 
with a negative image of what that 
means. However, today’s scripture 
talks of a divinity and a different 
kind of human response. In self-
understanding our humanness, we 
are called into relationship with the 
Divine. We are called into being by 
the breath of God, the “ruach”. We 
are called to be new human beings 
with the appellation, “Children of 
God.” This is through baptism into 
the life, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ, who was born human 
and divine, who experienced both 
the good and the evil in creation, 
who sat  w ith both sa int  and 
sinner, who dared to befriend the 
disenfranchised members of society, 
who forgave so that we might forgive, 
who loved us, so that we might love 
others as ourselves.

Jesus, God becoming human, 
was able to understand the tumult 

within the hearts and minds of 
human beings. “Forgive them, for 
they know not what they do” is a true 
plea for forgiveness from Jesus, who 
experienced human weakness on the 
cross, as it was perceived to be. If we 
are striving to define our humanness 
as a sign of perfection, a sign of an 
ideal, I believe we will never find 
the answer to the question, “What 
constitutes humanness?” However, 
we are ensured that we can fail and 
still be loved. We can have flaws 
and still be loved because this love 
is made manifest in the forgiveness 
we have received through the grace 
of God on the cross of our crucified 
Saviour and Lord. 

Whether we choose to love, 
or hate will be determined by 
whether we see ourselves as true 
receivers of God’s grace in a world 
of “ungrace”. If we believe that we 
are forgiven, then we are called to 
respond with love, by realizing that 
we do have a relationship with God 
in all that we do and in all that we 
are, whether teacher, or nurse, or 
dentist, or teller, or grocery store 
clerk. We are called to live out our 
lives as grace-filled people, not as 
one never touched by the hands of 
God. Let’s not separate humanness 
from the Divine in our lives. Amen.

pastor rasma

Learn more about Prayer
Through the centur ies, prayer 
has shaped our understanding of 
who God is and what it means to 
be human. Some prayers have 
been entered into literature while 
others are childlike and simple 
and heartfelt. They reflect joys 
and struggles in life, and strike 
both per sona l  and univer sa l 
chords. Experiences of love and 
laughter, longing and loss have been 
expressed in prayer. Contemporary 
prayers address challenges of today’s 
world. Indigenous prayers remind 
us that the divine permeates all of 
life. Come join me and learn more 
about prayer beginning October 6th 
at 7:15 p.m. via Zoom. 

Kudos
Thanks to our gardeners Dorothea 
Cameron and Nalini Badley and our 
mower Peter von Gemmingen for 
their painstaking work in keeping 
our property beautiful.

Thanks to the capable worship 
team of Ron Heino, Margaret and 
Geoff Crewe and Denise Dennis for 
leading worship in my absence.

Thanks to the Visioning committee, 
which has been tirelessly working 
and continues to work toward new 
possibilities for Epiphany.

pastor rasma

Calendar for oCtober

The link to our Zoom meetings:

https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/9890800583?

pwd=R05md05jWjZBTnNwc202 
SWJpSG5kZz09

Meeting ID: 989 080 0583

Passcode: 095565

or by phone following the prompts  
+1 647 374 4685 Canada

Meeting ID: 989 080 0583

Passcode: 095565

october 1—10:00-11:30 a.m.  
bible class

october 3—10:00 a.m.  
Service of the Word

october 6—7:15 p.m.  
Learn more about Prayer

october 10—10:00 a.m.  
thanksgiving Sunday  
holy communion

october 14—7:15 p.m.  
council Meeting

october 15—10:00-11:30 a.m.  
bible class

october 17—10:00 a.m.  
Lay Led Service of the Word

october 24—10:00 a.m.  
Lay Led Service of the Word

october 29—10:00-11:30 a.m.  
bible class

october 31—10:00 a.m.  
reformation Sunday  
holy communion



CounCil/Committee reps for 2021-2022

chairPerSonS (c) counciL MeMber

Council Chair  Ron Heino (C)

Council Vice Sigrid Engler (C)

Education Committee Pastor Caune

Finance Committee Geoff Crewe (C)

Property Committee Gordon Vollmer (C)

Seniors Group Ute Wentzel

Stewardship Committee Geoff Crewe (C)

Worship & Music Marg Crewe

Visioning Chair  Gordon Vollmer (C)

coMMittee rePS/LiaiSon 

Advertising Coordinator Nalini Badley

AMMS Liaison Ron Heino (C)  
 (Pastor Caune, Fred Kilian)

Council Secretary Pat Bramley (C)

ELW Liaison Sigrid Engler (C)

Envelope Secretary Sigrid Engler (C)

Mutual Ministry Liaison Geoff Crewe (C)

Visioning Liaison Gordon Vollmer (C)

Refugee Committee Denise Dennis (C)

Spiritual Society Liaison Fred Kilian

Treasurer Nalini Badley

Worship & Music Liaison Pastor Caune

treasurer’s report
 August 2021 Received Spent SuRpluS(deficit)
 Offerings $2,835.00 $12,293.69 

 AMMs PArsOnAge rent 2,575.00  

 AMMs fellOwshiP hAll rent (1,500.00)  

  AMMs PArsOnAge Utilities 256.27  

 AMMs PrOPerty tAx 1,169.00  

 CrA Cew sUbsidy 0.00  

 GST/Pst reCeivAble 253.43  

 ELW - CAMerA 695.00  

 Advertising - COrreiA reAl estAte 33.00  

 AMMS sAnCtUAry rentAl 75.00  

 CUrrent MOnth tOtAls $6,391.70 $12,293.69 ($5,901.99)
 yeAr tO dAte tOtAls $92,343.39 $88,318.71 $4,024.68
 CibC bAnk bAlAnCe At AUgUst 31, 2021   15,035.05

 CibC investOr’s edge ACCOUnt bAlAnCe At AUgUst 31, 2021  134,989.17

 CibC giC 1 yeAr investMent tO MArCh 2022   30,000.00

 yours in christ, Nalini badley, treasurer

4593 Kingston Road, West Hill

416.284.0552 / dave@johnscarpet.com 
Family Owned and Operated Since 1963

for allyour  
flooring  
needs

Since 1963

Loretta Correia 
SaleS RepReSentative (1989)

O: 905-831-2222 C: 416-520-9209 
lorettacorreia@rogers.com 
www.royalheritagerealty.ca

Property Thanks!
The church council and church membership would 
like to thank Peter von Gemmingen for his time and 
effort in cutting the grass and providing landscaping 
services around the church property. Even during 
this difficult Covid time, this remains important work 
that needs to be done. Thanks Peter! Your efforts 
are appreciated. gordon vollmer

Church Kitchen – Stove Needed
The kitchen stove at Epiphany, which AMMS uses every 
day to warm the children’s lunches, needs replacing. If 
you have a stove you are not using and are willing to 
donate it to the church, please let a council member 
know. Pickup can be arranged, if necessary.

Volunteers Needed
We are looking for volunteers willing to help when we 
re-open our doors for in-person worship. It will involve 
Covid screening of people coming in and keeping a log. We 
continue to monitor both Toronto Health Regulations and 
Synodical Guidelines for in-person worship. We will keep 
you posted when council approves the re-opening. Our 
first attempts may be a hybrid model of Zoom and 
in-person or some variant of that. pastor rasma

An old peasant used to sit for long periods of 
time silently in the church. The Curé asked him 
what he did and he replied: “well, I look at God 
and God looks at me, and we’re both happy.” 

Jean-Baptiste Marie Vianney (1786-1839)
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Two things about these readings stand out for 
me. The first is that the gospel reading must be 
one of the most challenging to understand. The 
other is the “form” of the readings, or how they 

are written. Let me begin with these observations and 
the following thoughts: 

There are certain forms of art recognized and revered 
for their long history and ability to move us, emotionally or 
spiritually. Consider these broad categories: architecture, 
sculpture, painting, 
literature, music, and 
performance. As with 
other forms of art, there 
is a subjectiveness, or, 
what I like you might 
not like. Nevertheless, 
most of us will have 
our favourites, and 
for reasons we can’t 
always articulate, they 
somehow “speak” to us: move us, touch us, and stay with 
us. So, let’s consider some of the enduring examples of 
form in art. 

Architecture 
is  somet imes 
t h o u g h t  o f 
a s  p r i m a r i l y 
utilitar ian: we 
need a place in 
which to live and 
work. However, 
the oldest known building, from 3200 BCE, is a temple; 
now add castles, cathedrals, or modern skyscrapers 
and structures. The “wow” factor 
is in their form and scale. Painting 
and sculpture are among the most 
ancient forms of art. The cave art 
of a “warty pig” is over 40,000 years 
old. Other examples include the 
Chauvet Cave in France; and the Hand painting in 

Argentina. Sculpture can be 
symbolic and 
ut i l i t a r ia n : 
think of pots 
and urns for 
f o o d  a n d 
b e v e r a g e 

storage; yet examples like the Venus of Hohle Fels 
are for religion, while others are for recognition of 
a person or patron. Music and performance art are 

perhaps more obvious forms of expression, sometimes 
political, oftentimes emotional.

This brings me to the last art form in the list, literature, 
and specifically poetry, often referred to as the highest 
form of literature. Poetry is one of the most ancient arts, 
moving from an oral to a printed art, and like other art 
forms, with a practical and an imaginative aspect. 

From a practical perspective, poetry requires an 
understanding of grammar and parts of speech. Poetry 
requires a strong vocabulary, so the right words are chosen 
to create imagery and effect. It uses metaphor or other 
symbolic language, punctuation, or rhyme to convey 
meaning and context. “Hug O’War” is an example: 

I will not play at tug o’ war.
I’d rather play at hug o’ war,
Where everyone hugs
Instead of tugs,
Where everyone giggles
And rolls on the rug,
Where everyone kisses,
And everyone grins,
And everyone cuddles,
And everyone wins.

In oral form, the repetition, rhythm, and rhyme 
of poems ensure details will be remembered and 
shared. Think about “genesis” stories from our First 
Nations neighbours that belong to this oral tradition that 
were an important form of communication and included 
the rhythm and beats of sound. A modern example is 

PoeTry  in  MoTion
IsaIah 35: 4-7a v PsalM 146 v JaMes 2: 1-17 v Mark 7: 24-37

The following was presented by Denise Dennis at Epiphany’s sunday september 5, 2021 lay led Zoom Worship service.
Thanks for your thoughtful message, Denise, and permission to print it here.
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“Mother Earth”: “She 
reminds me of my 
own Mother / She has 
many scars that are 
not Her fault. / She 
has seen many battles 
and has endured / 
each and every one of 
them. / She has never 
stopped supporting 
me though.”

Poetry gives voice to 
observations, thoughts, 
and feelings in a form 
that is both imaginative 

and emotional. Think about this example from Carl 
Sandburg’s poem, “Fog”: “The fog comes / on little cat 
feet.” In only seven words, a phenomenon of nature 

suddenly assumes 
a character and a 
pace. It’s concise, 
but  enor mou s ly 
e v o c a t i v e ,  a 
p o w e r h o u s e  o f 
communication. 

Poetic design relies on the significance and placement 
of every word, making us consider, and reconsider the 
meaning of those words and to appreciate the mood, 
the idea, or the event artistically arranged on the 
page. In this way, poets can express what weighs on the 
mind or the heart. A prolific Canadian author, Margaret 
Atwood, gives us her poem, “You Fit into Me” from a 
larger work called Power Politics: “you fit into me / like 
a hook into an eye / a fish hook / an open eye”. In four 
lines and 16 words, we move from an innocuous image 
to a pain-filled one.

I hope I am making my case for the power of 
poetry. Now, let me return to the form of the Psalm 
and the Old Testament readings. They are poems 
that convey their message in vivid imagery, using 
particular words and phrases to emphasize a theme 
or perspective. Scholars categorize the Psalms as 

poems of lament, thanksgiving, praise, or royal (about 
or for a king), but with two main themes: the divinity 
and kingship of God, and human suffering. The 
latter results in the lament psalms. They remain 
relevant, I believe, because everyone at some point 
will experience some injustice or unfairness, trauma 
or despair. There’s some comfort, I think, in knowing 
that others have felt the same. 

N o w ,  l e t ’ s 
c o n s i d e r 
t h e  I s a i a h 
p a s s a g e .  D r . 
Jennifer Green, 
an Old Testament 
s c h o l a r ,  s a y s 
t h e  “ b r o k e n -
up  l i ne s…a r e 
p o e t r y ,  a n d 
t h i s  m a k e s  a 
t r e m e n d o u s 
difference in how 
we read Isaiah’s 
w o r d s . ”  L i k e 
p o e t s  a c r o s s 
the ages, Green 
s ay s  t h e  w ay 
biblical writers 
“say some thing 
has everything 
to do with what 
they say.” 

A good example is Judges 4:19 and Judges 5:25: the 
same incident told in prose and in poetry.

The concern is that contemporary readers seem 
to have lost any poetic sensitivity, either from lack of 
training, or lack of patience, or willingness to make the 
most of this way of contemplating or understanding 
the world. Experts agree that to read poetry requires 
one to slow down, pay attention, and focus on the 
words, the lines, the emotions. Yet, what may be the 
most challenging aspect of poetry, especially religious 
poetry, is that it’s open to interpretation because it can 
resonate differently with each reader, even with each 
reading. Many Christians want one, definite meaning 

Isaiah 35: 4-7a
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f r om  a  B ible  p a s s a ge , 
worrying that “getting it right” 
or “getting the point” is such 
an effort, or beyond their 
comprehension, or that only a 
pastor or religious scholar can 
understand it properly. 

Perhaps, though, the key is 
the struggle, not just with the 

words, but with the implications, the interpretation, the 
focus. Or as Green says, “part of the power of poetry is 
the imagination and discovery process that occurs when 
we feel the effects of a text or make connections…to 
personal experiences or other biblical images.”

Curiously, the New Testament offers few poetic 
passages. Yet, this one from 1 Timothy 3:16 seems best 
put in its poetic form:

Wow! Christianity summed up in 6 lines.
Which brings me to Mark’s words in the New 

Testament. I wish the gospel for today was written as 
poetry. I think that might better lend itself to analysis 
and interpretation. In searching commentaries and 
scholars, I found no agreement on how to understand the 
interaction between Jesus and the Gentile woman. But 
– and here’s me taking a huge liberty – what if this 
were written in poetic form? Does it help or hinder 
interpretation? You will decide:

I know what I’d like this poem to convey…but I’ll 
return to this.

1 Timothy 3: 16

Mark 7: 26-30 (a poetic interpretation)

Poetry helps us find common ground with the Old 
Testament poems. For example, I can be certain Isaiah 
was not discussing the long and wearying battle with 
COVID, yet that’s the connection I make to the “fearful 
heart” in verse 4. Worries and fears are real in any age, 
accompanied by physical and emotional pains. What 
does not change is the message that God “will come 
and save you.” What is unsaid is HOW this will 
happen. The Psalm makes me reflect on the election 
that is taking place. I am truly disheartened to have an 
election during the pandemic, but the psalm reminds 
me to “put not your trust in rulers/in mortals in whom 
there is no help.” Instead, as the psalmist writes, our 
hope is in the Lord. Again, the help, the hope, is not 
defined. The need, in my example, is an end to the 
pandemic, likely guided by progressive-thinking and 
-acting leaders. The poem invites me to struggle with 
this contemporary perspective.

Importantly, the psalm begins and ends with an 
exclamation, a stirring Hallelujah! of thanks and praise 
to God for what we do have: freedom to choose, justice, 
charity, the green earth and blue seas, healing, and 
health. By extension, it’s an invitation to be moved, to 
pray. So, let’s pray for good government, let’s pray for 
wisdom, let’s pray for strong science against COVID. 

Oh, and what did I hope to convey with my “poetic 
rewrite” of the gospel? It’s that there is more than 
enough of the Lord’s goodness and grace, the food and 
crumbs, to go around, providing for Jews and Gentiles 
alike; and that persistence in prayer and thanksgiving 
can alter perspectives and mend what is broken. It’s 
poetry in motion! Amen.


