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Food oF the Month  
For August
never think hard  
about the PASt,
It brings tears...
Don’t think  
more about  
the fUtUre,
It brings fears...
Live this Moment with a Smile,
It brings Cheers!

Author unknown 
ContrIbUteD by GorD MUnro

In Diana But ler ’s  book 
Grounded: Finding God 
in the World, a Spiritual 

Revolution, she begins her chapter 
on “Human Geography” with a 
quote from Mark Abley: 

“Without stories, the land turns 
into real estate.”

What does this really mean? When 
we look at our church building, 
we see more than a brick building 
with a cross on the outside and 
stained-glass windows letting in 
the light. Within its walls we find 
the roots of Epiphany. We still hear 
familiar voices from the past echoing 
in the mortar. We hear the voice of 
Pastor Ederma who had knocked on 
your door, calling you to come and 
see and worship in German. You 
hear Sally Filosa inviting Absorbent 
Minds to lease the parsonage. You 
imagine Helen Heard getting the 
altar ready for communion and Erika 
Haebe, Ute Wentzel, and Hildegard 
Kinder decorating the altar for 
Thanksgiving. So many more faces 
appear in our memories of Advent 
Bazaars or Strawberry Socials, and the 
taste and smell of the apple cakes and 
freshly brewed coffee. Trudy Walker 
sits in the quiet room with other 
women crocheting a beautiful white 
tablecloth as a prize for our raffle. We 
hear voices reading scripture from 
the lectern and imagine what it would 
be like to share the peace the way 
we used to. What about that feeling 
of community as we sit down outside 
to enjoy a sunny day at our annual 
picnic or on Easter Sunday? Wolfgang 
is there too, organising the fall clean 
up while raking leaves has already 
been started by our garden elves 
Nalini and Dorothea. Margaret Crewe 

invites us to talk about the colours of 
Love in Bible class or dares us to be 
vulnerable. So much activity!

How many councils have sat 
together making sure that our church 
runs without a hitch? How many 
committees have served to raise this 
body of Christ? How many voices 
have we heard singing Stille Nacht, 
Heilige Nacht on Christmas Eve? 

Now, imagine how these are some 
of the stories the walls of our church 
could tell. Yet, all these stories exist 
in our mind’s eye, and these stories 
will remain as long as we continue to 
tell them. These stories are rooted 
in love and the knowledge that God 
has been walking beside us through 
the many transitions between pastors 
or councils. As Diana Butler puts 
it: “Roots, home, neighbourhood, 
and community—these are the 
geographies of our lives, the places 
where God dwells.” 1

Regardless of what the future may 
look like for our parish, especially as 
we transition from Zoom services to 
in-person worship or a combination 
of both, the stories will continue 
to be told. Regardless of whether 
the physical building stands or is 
incorporated into a new structure 
with different partners, we will 
maintain our values, our faith, our 
knowledge that God in Christ Jesus 
does not let us fall, but promises us 
new life, new hope, and a clearer 
vision of who we are called to 
be. God gives us the courage to dare 
to see things from a new perspective, 
challenging us to think outside the 
box about what our mission as a 
people of God is or can be.

The seeds were planted years 
ago, and they took root. Now the 
branches are stretching in a new 
direction and perhaps they may bear 
new and different fruit, but the one 
constant in all of this is that we will 
remain faithful to a God, who loves us 
and has taught us to love. 

God of compassion and love, as we walk 
toward an unknown future, walk with us. 
Support us. Guide us. May we walk with 
you in faithfulness as you yourself have 
been faithful to your children. Amen.

pastor rasma

Herr, gib mir helle Augen,
die Schönheit der Welt zu sehn.

Herr, gib mir feine Ohren,
dein Rufen zu verstehn.
Und weiche, linde Hände
für aller Menschen Leid,
und klare Gottesworte
für unsre wirre Zeit!

Herr, gib mir flinke Füße
zu meiner Arbeitsstatt
Und eine stille Seele,

die deinen Frieden hat.
— Augustinus 

1 Butler, Diana. Grounded: Finding God in the World, a 
Spiritual Revolution (New York: Harper One, 2015) p.131.

In
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Calendar for august

All services will be on Zoom.

The link for our services is:

https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/9890800583?

pwd=R05md05jWjZBTnNwc202 
SWJpSG5kZz09

Meeting ID: 989 080 0583

Passcode: 095565

or by phone following the prompts  
+1 647 374 4685 Canada

Meeting ID: 989 080 0583

Passcode: 095565

August 1—10:00 a.m.  
Lay Led service of the Word

August 4—3:00-4:00 p.m.  
Visioning Committee

August 4—7:00 p.m. 
Pericope Bible study

August 6—10:00-11:30 a.m.  
Bible Class

August 8—10:00 a.m. 
holy Communion service

August 9—7:00 p.m. 
Visioning Committee

August 15—10:00 a.m.  
service of the Word 

August 18—7:00 p.m. 
Pericope Bible study

August 20—10:00-11:30 a.m.  
Bible Class

August 22—10:00 a.m. 
holy Communion service

August 23 to september 6,  
Pastor is on vacation.  
In case of pastoral need during  
her absence you may contact  
Pastor ralph-Carl Wushke at  
o: 416-977-4786 or C: 416-532-8591  
or Pastor Katharina Möller  
at 905-277-2631

August 29—10:00 a.m.  
Lay Led service of the Word

september 3—10:00-11:30 a.m.  
Bible Class

september 5—10:00 a.m.  
Lay Led service of the Word

We are hoping to be able to 
resume in person worship in 
september but stay tuned to 
updates in our next newsletter.

T
he  t heme  o f  t he 
assembly, “Behold, 
I am doing a new 
t h i n g ,”  i s  b a s e d 

on the words from the Old 
Testament prophet, Isaiah 
(43: 18-19). To be sure, the 
Assembly was undertaken as 
a “new thing” because it was 
managed entirely online, from greetings, to worship, 
to voting. There was technical support staff on 
hand to manage the occasional (although “normal”) 
challenges of remote conferencing, and as much as is 
possible in such undertakings, it went smoothly.

The two exceptional guest speakers, Diana Butler Bass 
and Jeff Chu, reflected on the Assembly theme, sharing 
their perspective on the impact of this bold statement 
on practices and programs post-pandemic. Diana 
Butler Bass is an author and public speaker on issues 
of spirituality, religion, and culture. Jeff Chu, a former 
journalist and current pastoral candidate, is also an 
author, lecturer, and co-leader of the Evolving Faith 
Conference and Podcast.

I was especially moved 
by the theme song, “A New 
Thing,” words and music by 
Trevor Hicks. I find it both 
hopeful and uplifting. It can 
be found at Minute 2 of the 
Fr iday worship recording: 
https://elcic.app.box.com/s/
8j83oeinytehvsslplpp3vp77m

7qqgor/file/827386577281 
For a fuller exploration of the details of the 

Assembly, the reports, and election results, see here: 
https://easternsynod.org/about-us/synod-assembly 

In some ways, the Assembly was, as usual, about the 
business of the church. Unusually, the Assembly was 
an acknowledgement of what has had to be changed 
because of the COVID-19 pandemic. Of course, not 
just the Eastern Synod, but each of us, must now 
examine what has served us and what will serve us, 
in our worship practices and protocols, praying for 
guidance and confidence that with God’s help, we can 
embrace “doing a new thing” in God’s kingdom.

Denise Dennis

EASTERN SYNOD ASSEMBLY  
July 25-26, 2021
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CounCil/Committee Reps foR 2021-2022

ChAIrPersons (C) CounCIL MeMBer

Council Chair  Ron Heino (C)

Council Vice Sigrid Engler (C)

Education Committee Pastor Caune

Finance Committee Geoff Crewe (C)

Property Committee Gordon Vollmer (C)

Seniors Group Ute Wentzel

Stewardship Committee Geoff Crewe (C)

Worship & Music Marg Crewe

Visioning Chair  Gordon Vollmer (C)

CoMMIttee rePs/LIAIson 

Advertising Coordinator Nalini Badley

AMMS Liaison Ron Heino (C)  
 (Pastor Caune, Fred Kilian)

Council Secretary Pat Bramley (C)

ELW Liaison Sigrid Engler (C)

Envelope Secretary Sigrid Engler (C)

Mutual Ministry Liaison Geoff Crewe (C)

Visioning Liaison Gordon Vollmer (C)

Refugee Committee Denise Dennis (C)

Spiritual Society Liaison Fred Kilian

Treasurer Nalini Badley

Worship & Music Liaison Pastor Caune

Peace be 
with you!

We encourage everyone  
who is able to access the  

Morningstar electronically  
or to reference the website at  

www.epiphanylutheranchurch.ca  
for updates. Worship services will be 

posted on the “Newsletters” page.
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tReasuReR’s RepoRt
 June 2021 Received Spent SuRpluS(deficit)
 Offerings $5,970.00 $10,530.65 

 AMMs PArsOnAge rent 2,575.00  

 AMMs fellOwshiP hAll rent 1,500.00  

  AMMs PArsOnAge Utilities 254.58  

 AMMs PrOPerty tAx 1,576.19  

 AMMs fellOwshiP hAll Utilities 650.52  

 CrA Cew sUbsidy 1,275.98  

 GST/Pst reCeivAble 84.96  

 CUrrent MOnth tOtAls $13,887.23 $10,530.65 $3,356.58
 yeAr tO dAte tOtAls $74,280.55 $65,506.04 $8,774.51
 CibC bAnk bAlAnCe At JUne 30, 2021   20,143.51

 CibC investOr’s edge ACCOUnt bAlAnCe At JUne 30, 2021  131,178.92

 CibC giC 1 yeAr investMent tO MArCh 2022   30,000.00

 yours in christ, Nalini Badley, treasurer

4593 Kingston Road, West Hill

416.284.0552 / dave@johnscarpet.com 
Family Owned and Operated Since 1963

for allyour  
flooring  
needs

Since 1963

our deepest fear is not that we are 
inadequate. Our deepest fear is that 
we are powerful beyond measure. 

It is our light, not our darkness that most 
frightens us. we ask ourselves, ‘who am I to 
be brilliant, gorgeous, talented, fabulous?’ 
Actually, who are you not to be? You are a 
child of God. Your playing small does not 
serve the world. There is nothing enlightened 
about shrinking so that other people won’t 
feel insecure around you. we are all meant to 
shine, as children do. We were born to make 
manifest the glory of God that is within us. 
It’s not just in some of us; it’s in everyone. 
And as we let our own light shine, we 
unconsciously give other people permission 
to do the same. As we are liberated from 
our own fear, our presence automatically 
liberates others.

— Marianne Williamson 
ContrIbUteD by DenISe DennIS
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B
ased on the readings, one might speculate 
that the topic will be those curious creatures 
mentioned in three of the four readings, those 
sheep and shepherds. Admittedly, they have a 

role, but something else stands out to me, something 
based on a single word in the last line of the gospel.

This word takes me all the way back to my grade 
seven Home Economics class in sewing. My first project 
was a half apron. I had to purchase some new fabric for 
my project that was completed with two rectangles of 
fabric, one for the 
skirt, and one for 
the pocket, and two 
long ties. However, 
before we began 
sewing, my class-
mates and I were 
taught some useful 
facts about fabric, 
like how to identify 
the grain. To do this, you need to know about the “warp 
and the woof” of fabric. You can also call this the warp 
and the weft, but whichever one you choose, if you are 
like me, hearing “warp and woof” is like a burr that sticks 
in the back of my mind. 

By now you may have guessed which word from our 
readings made me think of the warp and woof of fabric…
but I’ll come back to it.

Let’s first consider warp threads and woof threads. Warp 
threads are the vertical ones, sometimes held on the loom 

in their lengthwise position by weights, often meaning 
they are tighter than the woof, or weft, threads. The woof 

runs horizontally to 
the warp, and when 
the two are woven 
together, they form 
a sor t of net-like 
structure. Depending 
on the type of threads, 
the fabric can be very 
f ine, for example, 
what’s produced with  

delicate silk threads; or it can be heavier if it is flax for 
linen; or think about that sheep-product, wool. In all 

instances, though, there are warp and woof threads that 
create a whole cloth, an uncut piece. 

These threads, though, can seem like a minor aspect 
in a whole piece of cloth. I imagine you have discovered 
a dangling thread and pulled it or cut it off as something 
unsightly. In many cases once it’s gone it won’t even 

The following was presented by Denise Dennis at Epiphany’s Sunday July 18, 2021 Lay Led Zoom Worship Service.
Thanks to Denise for her thought provoking message and permission to print it here.

Whole  
Cloth
Jeremiah 23:1-6

Psalm 23

Ephesians 2:11-22

Mark 6:30-34, 53-56
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be noticed. In some cases, pulling one of the threads 
can result in a gap in the fabric because that thread no 
longer supports the overall net-effect in the weave or 
pattern. Yet, there are also decorative effects that can 
be created by what might be described as an unsightly, 
dangling thread. Think back to the days of “flower power”  

or “hippie” days when many garments had long fringes to 
identify the sort of counterculture being espoused. Or, 
go even further back to the “roaring twenties” when 
some of the more scandalous dresses, that is to say, the 
ones that showed 
a lady’s leg, had 
fringes that acted 
as a sort of curtain 
f o r  d e c o r u m ’ s 
sake.  To create 
this fashion choice 
on the bottom of a 
garment, the warp 
threads are lef t 
long, past the place where the last woof thread is woven 
across. 

…and here’s the word that got me thinking about 
these readings from this perspective: FRINGE. The last 
line of the gospel tells us that people from everywhere 
tried to get close to Jesus in order that they “might touch 

even the fringe of 
his cloak; and all 
who touched it 
were healed.” 

I was curious 
about the use of 
the word fringe 

and found that of the many translations of the Bible, not 
all use the word “fringe” for this passage. Some say edge 
or end or border or bottom. One version, the Complete 
Jewish Bible, uses the word tassel, suggestive of the 
Tzitzit, or four ritual cords worn by observant Jews. 

If you will indulge my line of thinking, I imagine that the 
bottom edge of Jesus’ cloak may have been worn or frayed; 
after all, he and his disciples have been travelling around 
to the point of exhaustion. Remember, in Mark’s gospel, 
Jesus invites the disciples to take a boat to get away to 

rest. We also learn that Jesus has great compassion for the 
people who try to get close to him; so, does he even stop 
to eat and rest? It seems unlikely, which makes a well-
travelled garment edge worn to a fringe more likely. 

This only offers a rationale for using the word 
fringe. What I want to think through with you is the actual 
fabric of the cloak, the warp and woof threads woven 
together into a whole cloth.

Now, imagine being in a time and place where you 
could reach out your hand and touch the edge of Jesus’ 
worn cloak, one of those dangling threads. We know from 

the gospel reading that if you managed it, there was a 
very powerful outcome: people were healed! The power 
of that exposed thread is awesome to consider. Yet, 
where does that leave us today? Is there any way for us 
to reach out and touch that fringe, that warp thread? I 
think there are some clues in the other readings. 

Let’s consider again the Old Testament prophet, 
Jeremiah. He talks about shepherds who have not been 
doing their job, and the sheep have been scattered 
about and are no longer a full flock, but only a remnant. If 
we think about this in metaphorical terms, then the 
shepherds could be warp threads, and the sheep could 
be woof threads; in this way, as a “whole” they are, 
“my people” (v. 2), God’s beloved whole cloth. Yet, 

this passage from 
Jeremiah begins 
b y  e x p o s i n g 
b a d  shepher d s 
w h o  “ h a v e  n o t 
attended to them,” 
to God’s sheep, 
so that a hole has 
appeared in God’s 
cloth. Happily, the 

reading goes on to assure us that God will provide other, 
better shepherds who, as warp threads, will be strong 
and can begin to repair the damaged cloth: these strong 
warp threads, these good shepherds will reduce fear 
and anxiety, and prevent the woof threads, the sheep, 
from going missing (v. 4). 

Perhaps, like me, you noticed that Jeremiah speaks 
about shepherds in the plural, both the good ones 
and the bad ones; this is different from the Psalm that 
identifies the Lord as the one shepherd. In a similar 
way, Mark’s gospel reiterates Jesus as the shepherd 



who has compassion for us, the sheep, who in this case 
are the woof of humanity.

So, if I take this illustration from the 23rd Psalm and 
the gospel further, where the shepherd is the warp 
thread, surrounded by so many more woof threads, 
or more sheep, then we are no longer making a cloth, 
but instead, a single thread is being encircled by many 

others,  creat ing 
a type of cord, or 
twine, but certainly 
not a whole cloth. 

Well, then, let 
me take us back to 
the Old Testament 
reading again where 
God says, “I will 
raise up shepherds 

over them…” (v. 4). Who might these be? The clue, I 
think, is in the letter to the Ephesians. Here we learn 
that Jesus intends to bring together different threads: the 
Jews and Gentiles, the circumcised and uncircumcised, 
or those near God’s peace and those far from it. These 
disparate threads will make a whole cloth, or “one new 
humanity…through the cross” (v. 15-16). In other words, 
all these people become threads in the whole cloth of 
God’s kingdom. To do this is to create “good” shepherds 
who will act like the early prophets or the apostles 
because they have “access in one Spirit to the Father” (v. 
18), so that “in him [Jesus] the whole structure is joined 
together and grows…” (v.21). To my thinking, this means 
that, like warp threads that are dyed a special colour, 
people are dyed, coloured, by the Spirit of God, they 
are dyed in the love of Christ. In this way, these human 
threads build up or add to the size of the whole cloth by 
acting as Christ-like, strong, vertical warp threads. Then 

t h e s e  m a n y 
t h r e a d s  a r e 
c r o s s e d  a nd 
touched by the 
woof threads, 
who together 
make up the 
whole cloth. 

I can give an example in my own family of what it 
means to me when these warp threads touch another 
thread in God’s whole cloth. My daughter married a man 
who is not baptized, but he cannot help but be touched 
by her practice of attending church, saying grace or other 
prayers, or having their baby baptized. My son tells us 
he is an atheist, yet he and his partner discuss the merits 
of organized religion versus spirituality, or what is faith 
in a higher power. Discussion is good. Observation is 
good. Hearts and minds are touched. More colours are 
added, and more threads are woven.

I think individuals like these are the long warp threads, 
the good shepherds that God promises in those words in 
Jeremiah; they are warp-shepherds that have been dyed by 
the Spirit in the colour of love. And I am also convinced it 
doesn’t matter if you think of yourself as a warp thread or a 

woof thread, because in the end, every thread crosses and 
touches one another to create that net-like structure, that 
whole cloth in every colour that God weaves together and 
protects, “thus making peace” (Eph. 2:15) through Christ. 

So, that word, fringe, that started this thought journey, 
is, to my thinking the important warp thread that is Christ 
at the centre of our cloth of humanity. And I hope you 
can agree with me that the empty cross, as a reminder 
of his gift of love, is an image seen in both the warp 

and woof 
o f  woven 
cloth. For 
me, it is a 
wonder and 
a comfort 
to consider 
that these 

threads, all dyed in Christ’s love, are, in fact, each one 
of you, who touch me and keep me connected within 
God’s whole cloth. It’s a peace and comfort I wish for 
all of you, every warp and woof of you! Amen
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A famous writer was in his study. He picked up his  
  pen and began writing:

“Last year, my gall bladder was removed. I was stuck in 
bed due to this surgery for a long time.

The same year I reached the age of 60 and had to give 
up my favorite job. I had spent 30 years of my life with 
this publishing company.

The same year I experienced the death of my father.

In the same year my son failed his medical exam 
because he had a car accident. He had to stay in the 
hospital with a cast on his leg for several days. And the 
destruction of the car was another loss.” 

His concluding statement: “Alas! It was such a bad year!” 

When the writer’s wife entered the room, she found 
her husband looking dejected, sad and lost in his 
thoughts. She carefully and surreptitiously read what 
he had written, and silently left the room and came 
back shortly with another piece of paper on which 
she had written her summary of the year’s events and 
placed it beside her husband’s paper. 

When her husband saw that she had written something 
in response, he read her ‘take’ on the year’s events: 

She wrote:

“Last year I finally got rid of my gall bladder which had 
given me many years of pain. 

I turned 60 with sound health and retired from my 
job. Now I can utilize my time to write better and with 
more focus and peace. 

The same year my father, at the age of 95, without 
depending on anyone and without any critical 
conditions, met his Creator.

The same year, God blessed my son with life. My 
car was destroyed, but my son was alive and without 
permanent disability.” 

At the end she wrote: “This year was an immense 
blessing and it passed well!” 

See! The same incidents but different viewpoints. 

Moral of the story: In daily lives we must see that it’s 
not happiness that makes us grateful, but gratitude 
that makes us happy. There is always, always, always 
something to be thankful for. 

ATTITUDE IS EVERYTHING, and attitude is the one 
thing that we always, in every circumstance, have 
control over.

— Author unknown 
ContrIbUteD by norbert SoMMer
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Six Short Stories

1 Once all villagers decided to pray for rain, on the 
day of prayer all the people gathered, but only 

one boy came with an umbrella. — That’s FAITH

2 When you throw a baby in the air, she laughs because 
she knows you will catch her. — That’s TRUST

3 Every night we go to bed, without any assurance 
of being alive the next morning but still we set the 

alarms to wake up.  — That’s HOPE

4 We plan big things for tomorrow in spite of zero 
knowledge of the future. — That’s CONFIDENCE

5 We see the world suffering, but still we get 
married and have children. — That’s LOVE

6 On an old man’s shirt was written a sentence “I 
am not 91 years old ... I am sweet 16 with 75 years’ 

experience.” — That’s ATTITUDE

Have a good day and live your life like the six tiny stories! 
May you always have love to share, health to spare 
and friends who care!

— Author unknown 
ContrIbUteD by Ute wentzeL

The Pond
August of another summer, and once again  
I am drinking the sun 
and the lilies again are spread across the water. 
I know now what they want is to touch each other. 
I have not been here for many years 
during which time I kept living my life. 
Like the heron, who can only croak, who wishes he 
could sing, 
I wish I could sing. 
A little thanks from every throat would be appropriate. 
This is how it has been, and this is how it is: 
All my life I have been able to feel happiness, 
except whatever was not happiness, 
which I also remember. 
Each of us wears a shadow. 
But just now it is summer again 
and I am watching the lilies bow to each other, 
then slide on the wind and the tug of desire, 
close, close to one another. 
Soon now, I’ll turn and start for home. 
And who knows, Maybe I’ll be singing.”

— Mary oliver, Felicity 
ContrIbUteD by SIGI SoMMer

August k Extras




